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NORTH ATLANTIC OCEAN 

By F. A. P o u ~ o  

The pressure situation..-As shown in Table 1 the largest 
departures froin the monthly normal pressure occ.urred at  
Reykjavik and Lerwicli, where they were + 0.20 inch and + 0.13 inc,h, respectively, indicating that the Icelandic 
LOW was weaker than usual during hhe greater part of the 
month. From the 1st to the 5th an area of low pressure 
covered the region usually occupied by the North Atlantic 
HIGH, but t,hereafter this center of action was reestab- 
lished and reached its greatest intensity from the 20th 
to 26th. 

During the first decade of the month the pressure in 
the Caribbean Sea was c.onsiderably below the monthly 
normal. As indicated by reports received from a number 
of vessels there WRS a moderate LOW in the Gulf of Mexico 
from the 16th to 19th, accompanied by heavy rain squalls, 
with highest force of wind, 9, as shown by report of 
American st'eamship Standard in table of gales and storms. 

Table 1 shows that the departures were small a t  Halifax 
and Belle Isle, and while at  both of these stations there 
were rapid change,s in pressure froin day to day, they 
were nat as pronounc.ed as in previous months. 

TABLE l.-Aro.ciges, depiirtureu, und ez lreme.~  of ntmosph.eric pres- 
sure (sea leilrl) at selected s ta t iom for the North Atlantic Ocean 
and i l x  shores, M a y ,  1998 

Date 

3 
4 
3 
4 

02 
23 
23 

1 
19 
19 
25 
26 
21 
25 
3 

13 

Julianchasb. Greenlanil 1.. ........ 
Reykjavik. Irel-nd l . . ~  ............ 
Lermick, Shetlmd Ibl.tnils 1.. ...... 
Valencia. Ireland I . . ~ .  ............. 
Lisbon, Portugal I ................. 
Madeira 1 .......................... 
Hortn. Azores 1 ................... 
Belle Isle, Newfoundlmd ......... 
Halifax, Nova Scotin 1 ............. 
Nantucket 1 ........................ 
Hatteras a . - -  ...................... 
Bermuda 1.. ....................... 
Turks Island 1 ..................... 
Key West]  ........................ 
New Orleans 3 ..................... 
Cape Qracias, Nicaragua 1 ......... 

Ls- 
~~ 

Inchra 
2.5.81 
20.58 
29.54 
29.53 
29.54 
2'3.52 
29.61 
29.48 
29.70 
29.62 
28.67 
3 . 7 4  
29.76 
3 . 8 4  
29.68 
28.76 

an. ifi 
30. 12 
29.93 
29.86 
30. ox 
30. as 
xi. 12 
19. Y I 
29. Y i  
3U. 03 
30.05 
30. 11 
30. 00 
29.97 
2Y. 9R 
3 . 8 6  

- 

)at.e 

- 

21 
I4 
13 
1 
6 
5 
4 

27 
14 
13 
12 3 
1 

20 
6 
- 

1 All data based on a. m. observations only, with departures compiled from best 

2 No normal available. 
3 Corrected 24hour means, based On more than 1 observation. 

avsilable normals related to time of observations. 

Cyclones and gales.-Over the eastern section of the 
steamer lanes the number of days wit'h gales was not far 
from the normal, as shown on the Pilot Chart; these 
ranged in force from 8 to 10, and the greatest number 
occurred in the square between the forty-fifth and fiftieth 
parallel and the thirt'ieth and thirty-fifth meridians, 
where they were reported on 7 days. Gales were not 
reported on more than 2 clays in any one square west of 
the forty-fift,h meridian, albhough the.re was considerable 
cyclonic activity in the vicinity of the Bermudas, from 
the 8tmh to lOt.h, while similar c.onditions prevailed west 
of the Azores, as far as the fortieth meridian, on the lst,  
loth, and 16th. 

The storniie.st period over the, e.astern se,ct,ion of the 
northern steamer lanes was froin t'he 9tmh to 12t)h although 
gales were also reported from that re,gion from t,he 15t,h 
to 17th and the 28th t,o 31st of the month. 

TTans-Atbaniic j?ights.-On the 13tmh aviator Lou Reichers 
was rescued from his plane by a boat, crew from the 
American steamship Presi.det1.t Rooseaelt, Capt. George 
Fried. The plane was on a flight from Harbor Grace, 
Newfoundland, to Dublin and Paris, and fell into the 
sea when 47 mile,s from Fast'net Light,, where it was 
sighted from the bridge of the Rooserebt. Captain Fried 
maneuvered his ship toward the plane and a lifeboat in 
charge of Chief Officer Henry Manning was launched and 
succeeded in rescuing Pilot Reichers, although, as a heavy 
sea was running, the plane had to be abandoned. Chart 
VI11 shows t8he conditions at  Greenwich mean noon on 
May 13. 

On May 21, Mrs. Amedia Earhart Putnam made he,r 
solo flight from Harbor Grac.e to near Londonde,rry, Ire- 
land, making the crossing in 1.5 hours mid 23 minutes. 

The German plane Do-X left Harbor Grace on May 
21 and arrived at, Sout,hampton, Englnnd, via Horta and 
Vigo on the 23d. Charts I S  t'o S I  cover t!ie pe,riod from 
the 21st to the 23d, inc,lusive. 

Fog.-Fog was ve,ry prevalent over hhe ocean west of 
the forty-fifth meridian, and the number of clays on which 
it was reported in different sections is as follows: Over 
t,he Grand Banks, front 13 to 16 days; along the American 
coast north of the thirty-fifth prallel, from 7 to 15 days; 
over the region bet8ween the fortieth and fiftieth parallel 
and the twenty-fifth and fiftiet,h me.ridians, from 1 t o  9 
days; along the coast of Europe, from 2 t o  3 days; be- 
tween the Bermudas and Aniei-kan coast, from l to 3 days. 


